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of Alhambra at Granada, all remind
us oi the rise and fall of the mighty
empires of the ancient world, and make
a voyage through the Mediterranean a
never-to-be-forgotten experience.

The Iberian Peninsula.

Let us peep at each of the countries
whose shores an* washed by the blue
Mediterranean, beginning with Spain
and Portugal, or the. Iberian peninsula
as it is called in the geography books.

The   heart   of   tin's   great   scpmre

COLUMBUS  HiliKS OUT TO SKA

As Seville gives its naixic to oranges, HO do?.s Barcelona make us think
of nuts, and the whole of Sixain u famous for its fruit of all kinds. H:un>.
lona ranks as the second city in Sjwiiu, and Htandn on I IKS iihon-H of the
Mediterranean. Though Christopher C'ohuubuH was of Italian Uith,
he was much helped in his voyages by Spain, and this fine statue of the
navigator stands in Barcelona on a column 200 foot in height.

peninsula is an old block of ancient
rocks   forming   the   tableland  of  the
Meseta, in the top of which big rivers
like the Douro and the Tagus have
cut deep gorges on their way to the
Atlantic. This Meseta is on the average
three or four thousand feet above sea-
level, and upon it are mountain ranges
still higher, so it is cold up there in
winter, and very dry in most parts.
The   Spanish   peasants   rear   Merino
sheep,   famous   for   their   fine   wool,
long-haired  goats,  and  cattle on  the
i    pasture - lands.
There    is    one
favoured basin
on the Meseta,
and that is the
region    around
the    wonderful
old  city  of
Valiadolid,
where golden
grain covers the
earth   in   sum-
mer,   and  ripe
fruits hang from
trees and vines.
In the very
heart    of   the
Meseta    is
Madrid,     the
Spanish capital,
with    railways
mooting    there
from all the four
corners    of
Spain.   Madrid
IK very warm in
.summer, but in
winter   skating
is of ton possible.
Fart her south is
the ancient city
of   Toledo,
famous    in
ancient   days
for   its  fine
sword     blades
and the skill of
itvS craftsmen in
metal.